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DESIDERATA 1 
WHOSE COATTAILS ARE YOU RIDING? 

Romans 5:12-21 
DECEMBER 14, 2008 

BIG IDEA- WHY WOULDN’T YOU OPT OUT OF ADAM?  PS:  TO NOT CHOOSE IS TO CHOOSE! 
THE CONTRASTS BETWEEN ADAM AND CHRIST: 

Verse 12a: the trespass 
  the gift 
Verse 12b the trespass of the one man 
  the grace of the one man 
Verse 15 many died 
  many lived 
Verse 16 one sin followed by judgment/condemnation 
  many trespasses followed by gift/justification 
Verse 17 death reigned 
  saints reign 
Verse 18 one trespass=condemnation to all 
  one act of righteousness=justification for all 
Verse 19 disobedience of one man=many were made sinners 
  obedience of one man=many will be made righteous 
Verse 20 law:sin 
  sin:grace 
Verse 21 sin reigned in death 
  grace reigns through righteousness 

THE ISSUE OF THE HEADSHIP OF ADAM 
Romans 5:12,Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this 
way death came to all men, because all sinned--  QUESTION:  In what sense did all men sin? 

 
--Chart reprinted from Paul Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology (Chicago:  Moody Press, 1989), 313. 

WHAT EXACTLY IS SIN?   
·  Hamartia (verse 12)--(1) of an act, a departure from doing what is right (1J 5.17); (2) as the moral 

consequence of having done something wrong sin, guilt (AC 3.19; 1J 1.7); (3) as the nature of 
wrongdoing Harmartia viewed as the rejection of God by self-assertive human beings sin, evil 
(RO 5.12, 13; cf. 1.21); (4) especially in Johannine usage as a moral condition of human beings in 

                                                 
1 Desideratum:  Something considered necessary or highly desirable. 
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revolt against God sin, being evil, sinfulness (JN 9.34; 15.24); (5) especially in Pauline usage as an 
abstract moral principle or force personified as evil in character sin, evil (RO 6.12); (6) especially 
in Hebrews as a deceiving power personified as leading human beings to guilt and destruction (HE 
3.13; 12.1)  

·  Other vocabulary for sin in this passage: 
·  Verses 17 & 18, Trespass--as a deviation from living according to what has been revealed as 

the right way to live false step, sin, transgression; used of serious offenses against both God 
(EP 1.7) and man (MT 6.15)  

·  Verse 19, Disobedience--as an unwillingness to listen disobedience (2C 10.6), opposite 
u`pakoh, (obedience)  

WHAT EXACTLY IS DEATH? 
·  Thanatos (verse 12)--death; with every form of it in the NT treated not as a natural process but 

always as a destroying power related to sin and its consequences; (1) physically, as the separation 
of soul from body (physical) death (JN 11.13); (2) as a legal technical term, of capital punishment 
(physical) death (MT 26.66); (3) spiritually, as the separation of soul from God (spiritual) death 
(JN 5.24; JA 1.15); (4) spiritually, as the separation of soul from spirit or from the possibility of 
knowing God, as the result of judgment (eternal) death (RO 1.32); called second death in RV 
2.11; 20.6; (5) by metonymy deadly disease, pestilence (RV 6.8)  

·  George Bernard Shaw:  The statistics on death are quite impressive:  one out of one people die. 

THE URGENCY OF A CHOICE 
Verse 17, For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will 
those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through 
the one man, Jesus Christ.   

·  All men are “in Adam” by default. 
·  If you want to be “in Christ” you have to “change your setting.”  Verse 17, those who receive 

THE PORTAL OF SIN 
·  Sin entered heaven by one angel.  Many other angels sinned, not by any seminal transmission, but 

by choice. 
·  Sin entered the world by one man.  Apparently Satan could not directly corrupt the world, in that it 

wasn’t his realm.  But he was able to corrupt it indirectly by tampering with the human portal 
figure. 

·  NOTES:  1) Sin existed before Adam outside of the world.  2) “World”= mankind, not “Earth.” 
THE PORTAL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

·  Sin entered the world through one man. 
·  Righteousness entered the world through one man. 

·  Note the “just as” in verse 12.  Where is the “so also”?  It is implied in verses 15 and 16, but 
the vocabulary is very clear in verse 17, the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one 
man, Jesus Christ.   

·  Thus, Adam is a PATTERN (verse 14, Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.) 
·  Tupos (1) literally blow; by metonymy, the impression made by the blow mark, trace (JN 

20.25); as a figure formed by blows of the hammer or chisel image, statue (AC 7.43); as a 
small-scale form designed to be copied pattern, model (AC 7.44; HE 8.5); (2) 
figuratively; (a) of teaching or writing form, content (RO 6.17); (b) of behavior example, 
pattern, model (1T 4.12); (c) as a person or event serving as a prophetic symbol to 
prefigure a future person or event type (RO 5.14)  

·  In what sense is Jesus NOT LIKE Adam (verses 15 and 16) 
·  Jesus brings abundance, whereas Adam brings negation.  Verse 15, how much more did 

God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the 
many!   

·  Jesus brings justification (life), whereas Adam brings condemnation (death). 
TWO KINGDOMS  

·  The kingdom of sin—Verse 21, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign 
through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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·  The kingdom of grace-- Verse 21, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign 
through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

--TIMOTHY G. WALTON 
ALDERWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH 


